
Decoding Distribution 
Documents



What do the distribution documents 
tell us?

These documents record the journey of 
objects from their field collection site to 
the annual exhibition of the in England to 
their eventual dispersal to institutions 
around the world. 

The documents reveal the notable objects 
recovered in the excavations (although not 
all objects excavated were recorded here) 
and their potential destination (not all 
objects arrived at their intended 
destination). 

Temporary exhibition 1911, Petrie Museum archive



Two archives with distribution 
records have been digitized for 
the AoE website:

• Petrie Museum of Egyptian 
Archaeology, University College 
London (British School of 
Archaeology in Egypt & Egyptian 
Research Account excavations)

• Lucy Gura archive, Egypt Exploration 
Society (for the Egypt Exploration 
Fund 1883-1915 and Society 1919-
1987 excavations)

Hilda and Flinders Petrie, Petrie Museum archives



There is a wide variety of documents which are related to the 
distribution of objects from British excavations. This includes: 

• Object list

• Distribution grid

• Distribution list 

• Multiple institution list

• Individual institution list

• Exhibition catalogue

• Mailing label

• Receipt from Institution

• Correspondence 



Object list

There are a variety of types of object lists in the distribution documents, on the left 
PMA/WFP1/D/22/17.1 is an example of a list of stone vessels and their potential distribution 
destination. On the right, PMA/WFP1/D/22/18.1 is just a list of stone vessels. 



Distribution grid

The distribution grid works out the distribution of types of objects and institutions. In this 
example, PMA/WFP1/D/22/1.1, the subscribing institutions are listed on the left, and the types of
objects are listed across the top. Grids are one of the first stages of the excavator working out 
their obligations to institutions. The amount of money paid by an institution is noted next to its 
name.



Distribution list

Documents labeled distribution list, such as PMA/WFP1/D/22/5.1, can provide a wide range 
of information including people, places and sometimes objects. 



Multiple institution list

Multiple Institution lists, like PMA/WFP1/D/22/11.1, list a number of institutions and objects
that are intended to be sent to them.  



Individual institution list

An individual institution list, like 
PMA/WFP1/D/22/23,
lists objects that are intended to be sent to 
an 
institution. 



Sometimes an institution is not 
named only a country or US state. A 
city like Glasgow contained many 
institutions that received material –
Kelvingrove Museum, the Hunterian 
Museum, the Glasgow School of Art 
etc. On the website we have uploaded 
records primarily according to the 
archival record. Please therefore 
check the links on the right hand side 
of the webpages to see other 
potentially related and relevant 
documents.



The documents also sometimes use old designations for museums (e.g. 
Wellington Colonial Museum became the Dominion and more recently 
Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa). Again check all possibilities to 
find records.



PMA/WFP1/D/22/30.1

Material from different 
sites listed on the same 
document

Individual Institution 
list

Objects arranged by 
institution rather than 
by excavation site



Exhibition catalogue

Each excavation season had a temporary summer exhibition, which was a chance for the 
general public and museum curators to view the results of the British season in Egypt. In some
cases, like the example above, curators annotated the catalogue to indicate an interest in
certain objects.



Mailing label 

Mailing labels are records of objects being sent to institutions. 



Receipt for institution

A receipt from an institution is a formal acknowledgement of the delivery of objects, this 
document PMA/WFP1/D/22/56.1-56.3 also includes a list of objects that arrived from the 
excavations in Lahun. 



Correspondence

PMA/WFP1/D/22/15.1 is an example of correspondence that is directly related to the 
distribution of objects, this documents are included in the distribution archive. Both the 
Petrie and the EES hold extensive correspondence archives which are not included in this 
project.



PMA/WFP1/D/22/30.1

Additional information on
documents 

Roman numerals refer to Dynasty

Digits usually refer to grave number 
object found in

Refers to excavation site

Refers to a king from  
Dynasty 12

Distribution documents contain a lot
more information than just an object’s
intended destination.


